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What’s Brightspace Core?



Daylight Updates



Daylight 

• The new Brightspace Daylight Experience

• Modern look and feel throughout 
Brightspace

• A fresh new color palette

• New typography



Daylight Features

• Responsive web design, typography, homepages

• Consistent look and feel for common components 
such as buttons and menus

• Updated Table of Contents

• Updated Navbar terms and icons

• Overflow links on the navbar appear in a “More” 
overflow menu

• Improved responsiveness to mobile and small 
devices



Daylight Features

• New My Courses widget and photo library

• Updated User Progress

• Updated Class Progress

• Updated Assignments

• Updated Quizzing

• And more!



Daylight – Icons in Content

• The return of icons in content!



Activity Feed



Activity Feed

• A familiar social media like interface for 
staying connected with learners

• From one spot, the instructor can 
create new posts to share information 
and provide access to activities, and 
students can comment on those posts

• The posting functionality includes the 
ability to link to existing course activities 
like quizzes and assignments, link to a 
Google Drive document, or link to a 
URL



Quizzing Updates



New Question Creation Experience

• Transformed UX for creating/editing quiz questions 
• Live preview pane

• Simplified options

• Now available for the most popular question types:
• Multiple Choice

• True or False

• Written Response (previously known as Long Answer)

• Short Answer
• New grading option: all-or-nothing



Question Creation:  Multiple Choice



Shuffle & Anchor Quiz Questions

• One-click option to shuffle the order of questions in a quiz or section!

• Anchor questions to start or end of quiz but randomize the rest



Grades



Grade Exemptions

• Students can now be exempted or unexempted

• Exemptions are displayed on all grades pages and visible in the gradebook

• Grade calculations account for exemptions by treating them like a dropped grade

• Exempted grades will appear in 
the Grades Import/Export

• A bulk exemption workflow is 
supported on the Grade Item 
page in the gradebook

• Exemptions are supported in 
Brightspace API’s



Grade Exemptions

• Dropped and exempted grades are displayed in User Progress

• The display of weights in User Progress has been improved



Release Final Grades Automatically

• The system can automatically mark a student’s final grade as being 
‘released’

• An org can set a default that will enable or disable the automatic 
release of final grades in courses

• An instructor can choose to enable or disable the automatic release 
of final grades in their course(s), independent of the org default



Grades Export:
Include Section/Group membership

• Select new Group or Section Membership options

• CSV file contains columns for each group category

• Sort or filter users offline
• Create group or section class lists

• Added support for multiple section/group enrollments



Copy Final Grade Properties with Copy 
Course Components

• Copy All button now includes properties for calculated and adjusted 
final grades

• Select Components offers option to select one or both as needed

• Properties that are now copied:
• Name, Short Name

• Grade Scheme

• Can exceed 100%

• Display options for Student and Managing Views

• Release Conditions



Group Discussions



Group-Filtered Discussions

• Create one topic with threads separated by group
• Students only see threads from their group

• Teachers can manage all activity and assessment from one topic!
• Use one grade item for everyone

• Filter discussion threads by group or see all at once

• Reduces scrolling on the Discussions List page



Post to All Groups

• Instructors can post once 
• Creates a copy of the thread for each of the groups in the topic

• Section instructors can only post to their section



Assignments



Ability to Hide Assignments

**Coming soon! (August)

• Assignments tool now supports 
“Draft” mode, like Content

• New assignments hidden by default

• Bulk actions to hide/show all folders



Rubrics Display in Assignments

• A new config variable was introduced to allow the rubric to open in a 
popup, allowing instructors to simultaneously view a rubric and an 
assignment

• Could be viewed side-by-side or on a second monitor



Assignment Notifications

• Popular request from PIE: “Let me know whenever a student submits 
to an assignment!”

• There is now a Notification Email field on Assignment Properties tab

• Works the same as existing Quizzes feature
• Email address (or list of addresses) will be notified on every new submission



Virtual Classrooms



Virtual Classrooms

• For every Brightspace customer YouSeeU will provide the ability to 
schedule Virtual Classroom Sessions with students within their 
course. 

• Webcam sharing, 7 simultaneous webcams active, up to 100 participants 
watching/consuming the virtual classroom session in a live-setting. Desktop 
sharing/capture by the moderator/presenter.

• The ability to share presentation visual aids such as PDF’s, PowerPoints, and 
images by the moderator/presenter. Includes ability to perform screen-sharing.

• VoIP based audio connections.

• Phone Bridging call-in capability for Instructors.

• Meeting Recordings available for four months.

• Up to 250 Virtual Classroom sessions per week.



Virtual Classroom Enhancements

• HTML5 (responsive, Flash and Java free)

• Updated for Daylight

• Polling

• Downloadable shared files

• Expanded Emoticons

• Extend sessions on the fly

• Live captioning support

• Breakout rooms

• Freeze screen share

• Updated Recorded playback experience



HTML Editor Improvements



Accessibility Checker

• Easily find and repair common a11y issues 
• Missing alt-text on images

• Captions on tables

• Contrast color issues, and more!

• Included in all HTML editor fields



Unsaved Changes Prompt

• Users get a warning if they have unsaved work in an HTML editor 

• No more losing work if you accidentally click on a link or close a 
browser tab!

• Available when editing HTML Content, Discussion posts, and 
Announcements.



Enhanced Paste Options

• Paste from Microsoft Word or other HTML sources
• Retain formatting and images from source documents!

• Drag-and-drop images into HTML editor

• Available in: Content, Discussions, Email, Announcements and Quiz 
Question creation

• Config option to control default behavior:
• Keep formatting  (New default behavior)

• Strip formatting

• Prompt user to choose



Time-Savers



Intelligent Agents Improvements

1. Agents stop running automatically after the Course ends!
• Can still do a manual run at any time

2. Added bulk Delete action and Restore 

3. Enabling an Agent only required for scheduled Agents
• Manual and practice runs don’t require extra step of “enabling” agent

4. Added “Next Run Date” to the Agents List 

5. New replacements strings for Agent Emails:
1. {LastLoginDate}

2. {LastCourseAccessDate}



Brightspace Help

• Updated the old navbar link for Help to the new Brightspace Help site 

• https://documentation.brightspace.com/welcome_page.htm

• To ensure users have access to the latest and greatest help materials

https://documentation.brightspace.com/welcome_page.htm


Quicklink to Announcements

• Added a linkable page to view a 
specific announcement

• Even if item has been dismissed 
from the widget

• Link to an announcement from a 
discussion post (or anywhere)



Ellucian ILP Integration



New Configuration Interface for IPSIS

• Intuitive and easy to navigate

• Fast, streamlined setup

• Proven default configs

• Supports form multiple source systems at once



Ellucian SIS Support

• Bi-directional SIS Integration saves 
time for Administrators and improves 
efficiency for Instructors

• Ellucian ILP Adapter – coming August
• Near Real-time Provisioning of Users, Courses and 

Enrollments from Banner & Colleague

• Instructor Initiated Grade Sync (including Midterms, Final, 
and Last Date of Attendance)

• Leverages IMS Learning Information Services (LIS 2.0)

• Full Vendor Support – Requires Ellucian Intelligent 
Learning Platform for D2L Brightspace 



Final Notes



Higher Ed Spotlight Deep Dive

You've just watched the exciting new features at the Solution Spotlight. 
Join us at the Higher-Ed Spotlight Deep Dive to hear about our newest 
product offerings you just watched on the Fusion Mainstage from our 
Higher-Ed specialists!

TIME

• Thu @ 2:10pm

LOCATION/ROOM

• Tower Ballroom 2



Questions?

• We welcome your feedback for this session
• Use the FUSION 2017 mobile app to leave feedback and comments now!

• Release notes, blogs and more information available on the 
Brightspace Community – https://community.brightspace.com

• For any additional questions or follow-up, email:
Cressa.Price@d2l.com

https://community.brightspace.com/
mailto:Cressa.Price@d2l.com

